





PARASITES

Permanent parasites, such as lice and ticks, are
discovered by frequent examination of animals.
It is important to control these parasites before
large populations occur. Control of lice is impor-
tant during the winter. it is suggested that horses
be individually treated by hand washing or brush-
ing; retreat in two weeks to kill young lice hatching
from eggs. Saddle blankets and other equipment
of lice-infested horses should be soaked in boiling
water or rubbed down with an insecticide.

Tick control is chiefly encountered during late fall
and spring. Horses should be inspected after trail
rides or exercise in grassiands and brush-covered
“tick country.” Take special care to treat body
areas where the skin rubs together (fore flank,
inner surface of rear flanks, and between the
thighs).

Fly control: The common house fly, biting stable
fly, blow fly, and others often become a nuisance
around horse stables and other areas where live-
stock are kept. Unlike the other pests mentioned
in this publication, these flies cannot be controlied
solely by chemical treatment of the animals.

The most effective control is sanitation aimed at
the disposal of fly production sources—such as
manure, feed residues, and other barn wastes—
combined with application of insecticides as
needed to the buildings and surrounding areas.

Chemical treatments seldom give satisfactory re-
sults, if flies are developing in nearby manure or
other wastes. Flies can move into the treated area
from such sources faster than they can be killed
by the fly sprays. When fly production material
is eliminated by spreading and drying, pit com-
posting, or immediate off-ranch removal, the re-
maining flies usually can be satisfactorily controlled
by insecticides.

Apply surface-spray insecticides to inside and
outside walls of stables, barns, outbuildings, and
nearby corral fences. Supplement the surface
sprays with dry and liquid baits, space sprays, and
lastly, larvicides. Do not spray animals with these
materials at the dosage levels recommended for
fly control.

Fly control on horse ranches requires special care
because of the possibility of contaminating feed
and water with insecticides. For more detailed in-



formation, see Fly Control on the Horse Ranch
(Leaflet 2335). This may be obtained from your
local University of California Cooperative Exten-
sion farm and home advisors’ office.

Intestinal parasites

Intestinal parasites can seriously harm your
horse. They do great damage by interfering with
your horse’s growth, thriftiness, development,
performance, and resistance to disease. Young
animals are more susceptible and suffer the great-
est damage.

The most common and dangerous intestinal para-
sites in horses are bloodworms (strongyles),
roundworms (ascarids), and bots.

Bloodworms (strongyles): The most dangerous
internal parasites of the horse, they affect old as
well as young animals. These parasites are blood-
suckers and often cause anemia, weakness, ema-
ciation, and diarrhea.

Roundworms (ascarids) These are the long white
worms sometimes seen in the horse’s droppings.
They occur mainly in young horses and can cause
unthriftiness, loss of energy, and digestive dis-
turbances, particularly in colts.

Bots: For this larval form of the botfly a good pre-
ventative measure is to remove the small yellow
eggs sometimes seen on the long hairs of the
legs and belly.

Control of internal parasites

Consult your veterinarian for proper treatment
of parasites. Some important rules to follow are:

1. Worm at 2-month intervals and don’t worm foal-
ing mares within 1 month of foaling.

2. Alternate classes of antheimintics to combat
parasite resistance to specific drugs. Example:
Benzimidazoles or pyrantel or the organosphos-
phorous drugs or the piperazine phenothiazine
combination. Using trade names can be mis-
leading. Rotating Telmin to Equizole to Camvet
to Panacur to Benzelmin to Equivet T utilizes only
benzamidazole class drugs, and thus rotation is
not achieved.

3. Treat for bots by removing bot eggs when they
appear and by worming after the first hard frost in
the fall.

For more detailed information see The Common
Parasites of Horses, Publication 4006.

Management practices

Horses are subject to many different species of
stomach and intestinal worms. Ali of these worms
go through a life cycle which includes time spent
outside the horse. Worm eggs are passed in the
feces and these, as well as the larvae which hatch,
are again infective for the horse when it ingests
these forms with contaminated food or water.

It is important, therefore, to practice good animal
management which can help reduce worm burdens
present or help prevent new worm infections. The
following recommendations will help in this
respect:

1. Do not feed on the ground nor allow horses to
drink from stagnant water holes, particularly those
on pastures that receive manure drainage.

2. Do not overstock pastures. Move horses from
one field to another at frequent intervais.

3. Provide proper drainage in pastures to avoid
Inw spots and allow pastures to dry after irrigation
before stocking. :

4. Clean stables and stalls daily and re-bed twice
a week in summer and weekly in winter. Good san-
itary methods of these wastes will help to control
worms as well as assist in fly control.

It is best to have a veterinarian treat or recommend
the correct anthelmintic drug for internal para-
sites. The drugs listed in Table 6 are poisonous
and must be used with extreme care to avoid side
effects from overdosage or poor parasite control
from underdosage of the horse. Also some drugs
are given by means of a stomach tube or balling
gun (for boluses) and this can be dangerous—
both to the horse and man—if done by an inex-
perienced person.

TEETH CARE

A horse’s back teeth or molars often develop jag-
ged edges which cut into his cheeks and bother
him during eating. This problem is especially ser-
jous with horses under 6 years and with horses
older than 12 to 14 years. A veterinarian shouid
inspect and fioat the teeth once a year, if necessary.



Caring for Tack and Equipment

Your tack and equipment are as much a part of
your horse’s care as your horse. it's important that
you know how to care for them and use them prop-
erly. Learn to identify the parts of your saddle and
bridle. Learn how to halter, tie, saddle, and bridle
your horse properly.

At home, always hang your saddle and bridle on
suitable racks in a dry room. A 1-pound coffee can
nailed to the wall makes an excellent bridie hanger.
(Never hang a bridle on a nail!) Mice like leather,
so watch out! Air and dry saddle and stable blan-
kets immediately after use. Occasional washing
is necessary.

Regular cleaning and care keeps equipment look-
ing well, and adds greatly to its life and usefulness.
A thorough cleaning technique for all equipment
automatically provides a safety check, an impor-
tant factor in horsemanship.

First, take the equipment apart, then wipe it as
clean as possible with a dry rag. Brush the lamb’s
wool under the saddle with a whisk broom to re-
move all foreign material. (Also spray with a moth
repelient once a year.) Then wash all leather parts
thoroughly with castile soap and water to remove
all dirt and sweat. When leather is extremely dirty,
a small amount of sal soda in the water will help
tocleanit.

Then apply saddle soap, using an almost-dry
sponge to further clean, soften, and replace the
natural oils in the leather. The sponge should be
dry enough so there is no lathering. Rub a generous
amount of saddle soap into the leather. Let the
leather dry thoroughly, then rub it vigorously with
a clean, dry cloth to obtain a shine and to fill the
pores and cuts on the surface. You may want to
use neat’s-foot oil or other leather finish material
on parts that constantly come in contact with the
horse. This replenishes the naturai oils.

An old toothbrush is helpful in cleaning the bit
and other metal. After washing the metal parts
with soap and water to remove all saliva, grass,
dirt, etc., dry and apply a cleanser or metal or silver
polish to remove stains and tarnish. Always be
careful to remove all of the polish from the bit.

For shows or fairs, you need a water bucket (at
least 16-quart size), a feed pan or feedbox for grain,
a second bucket for washing your horse and equip-
ment, a box for your grooming equipment, and
preferably a tack box or trunk for your saddle,
cridles, and other equipment. Well-kept equipment
makes a good horseman. Keep yours so you can
take pride in it always.

USE AND IDENTIFY EQUIPMENT PROPERLY

Every horseman should know how to identify and use his equipment. You should be familiar with these basic knots and pieces
of equipment. The knots include the slip-knot, the bowline, the manger tie or clove hitch, and the half-hitch. Study the

sketches and practice the knots until you can tie them rapidly.

HALF-HITCH INTO TIMBER HITCH

7
TWO HALF-HITCHES



KNOT WITH RELEASE LOOP

SLIP

SLIP-KNOT

CLOVE HITCH

HOBBLES
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SINGLE-REINED B;\lDLE
WITH SNAFFLE BIT

1.
2.
3.
4
5.
6.
7.

Browband
Cheek Pisces

Noseband or Cavesson

Snaftie Bit
Crown-piece
Throat Latch
Reins

BREAST STRAP

SPLIT-EARED BRIDLE
WITH HALFBREED BIT

. Split-ear Hesdstalt
Port

1
2
3. Strap
4
5
'

Rolier or Cricket

. Cheek

PELHAM BRIDLE

Browband
. Cheek Pisces

Curb Chain
Paiham Curb Bit
Crown-piece

. Throat Latch

. Lip Strap

. Reins

CERND AN

}
~

CeENONB LN

ENGLISH SADDLE

Cantle

Seal

Pommel

Skirt

Stirrup Bar
Panel

Stirrup iron
Flap

. $tirrup Leather

. Noseband of Cavesson

5
[
7
8. Fork
9
10

. Headstal

Noseband or Bosal
. Reins
. Tie. or Lead Rope

-~ N

WESTERN HACKAMORE
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‘g Mecate

WESTERN STOCK SADDLE

1.
2.
3.
4.

Horn

Pommel

Rope Strap

Front Jockey and Seat Jockey,
One Piece

. Sheep Wool Lining

. Stirrup Leather

. Front Tie Strap or Cinch Strap

. Seat
Cantle

11. Skirt

12. Back Jockey

13. Dee Rings

14. Fender

15. Lace Strings

16. Leather Flank Girth
17. Stirrup




Body Colors, Patterns,
and Markings

You should know the horseman’s language for
describing the colors and markings of a horse.
The following color guide is based upon the of-
ficial rules of the Jockey Club for registering Thor-
oughbred horses. This guide will not only help you
to describe your horse, it will assist you to fill out
registration papers and competion entry forms.

BODY COLORS

Bay varies from a light yellowish tan (light bay) to
a dark rich shade, almost brown, and between
these a bright mahogany (blood bay) with black
points—mane, tail, legs and feet.

Black can he determined by the fine black hair on
the muzzle when in doubt between dark brown
and black.

Brown appears black with fine tan or brown hairs
on the muzzle or ftanks.

Buckskin should be the color of a tanned deer-
hide. This animal aiso has black points—mane,
tail, legs, and feet. Sometimes a buckskin horse
has a black stripe down the spine from mane to
base of tail or he may have a dark crosslline over
the shoulders.

Chestnut varies from a dark liver color to a light
washy yellow, between which come the brilliant
red-gold and copper shades. Chestnuts never
have black mane, tail, or points.

Dun varies from mouse color to a golden dun, and
generally is accompanied by black points and ray.

Gray is a mixture of white hairs and black, some-
times scarcely distinguishable from black at birth,
getting lighter with age.

Roans have two classes—red or strawberry—npro-
duced by the intermingling of red, white, and yel-
low hairs; and blue, produced by the intermingling
of black, white, and yellow hairs.
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COLOR PATTERNS

Not all horses can be described by the body colors
given in the Jockey Club color guide. Horsemen
also use other color combinations, called color
patterns. Here are some of the more common ones.

Appaloosa combines dark roan or solid color fore-
parts with dark spots over loin and hips, or whlte
with dark spots over entire body. :

Dappled have visible spots, either light or dark,
overlying the basic body color.

Palomino is é golden body color combined with
white mane and tail.

Paint or Pied (Pintos). Piebald is a white and black
combination; Skewbald is white with any other
color but black.

BODY MARKINGS

The Jockey Club officially describes the following
markings:

Black points include a black mane, tail, and
extremities.

Ray is the line down the middie of the back of some
horses, particularly dun.

Zebra marks are the dark, horizontal stripes seen
on the forearm, knees, and back of the cannon
region.



STAR, STRIPE
AND SNIP

. HALF PASTERN PASTERN

&

OUTSIDE BOTH ANKLE HALF STOCKING
HEEL HEELS INSIDE HEEL
FULL STOCKING
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UNSOUNDNESSES OF THE HORSE

1. POLLEVIL 9. STIFLE
2. FISTULA 10. THOROUGHPIN
3. SHOE BOIL 11. BOG SPAVIN
4. OVERIN THE KNEE 12. BONE SPAVIN
5. SPLINT 13. TOE CRACK
6. BOWED TENDON 14. CURB
7. SIDEBONE 15. RINGBONE
8. HERNIA 16. QUARTER CRACK
;'.
Al ‘
15
e —18

DEFINITIONS OF UNSOUNDNESSES

FEET: Toe crack—a split in the front part of the hoof wall, may be partial, complete, or high or low.
Quarter crack—a split in the quarter area of the hoof wall which is toward the heel.
Seedy toe—a separation of the wall of the hoof near the toe.

PASTERN: Ringbone—a body enlargement surrounding the bones of the pastern.
Sidebone—ossification of the lateral cartilages.

CANNON: Splint—a bony enlargement in the groove formed by the splint and cannon bones; may be high or low.
forward or back.
Bowed tendon—an extension backward of the flexor tendons as a result of being torn or stretched.

HOCK: Capped hock—an enlargement on the point of the hock due to inflammation of the bursa.
Curb—an enfargement below the point of the hock.
Thoroughpin—a soft, puffy enlargement in the web of the hock.
Bog spavin—an inflammation of the hock joint characterized by distention of the joint capsule.
Bone spavin—any bony entargement on the bones of the hock.

HIP: Knocked-down hip (hipped)—a fracture of the point of the hip.

KNEE: QOver in the knee—a bending forward of the knee. This may be congenital or due to injury.
ELBOW: Capped elbow (shoe boif)—enlargement at the point of the eibow due to inflammation of the bursa
BODY: Hernia (rupture)—a protrusion of a loop of tissue through an abnormal opening.

UNSOUNDNESSES REVEALED BY PERFORMANCE

Heaves ~—a forced or labored breathing characterized by difficulty of expiration and a chromc cough.
Roaring —an audible sound produced on inspiration when breathing.
Stringhalt —a peculiar jerking up (overflexion) of the hind leg when walking trotting. or turning
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